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Staging a comeback

Jamboree ‘graduates’ will make J
their return next week. A3 |

L
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Rehearsing for Jamboree are (from left) Rose Boniello, Kris Linton, Amy Migliorelli and Deb
Rinaldi. The shows will be held in the Benjamin Franklin auditorium on Feb. 6, 7, 8 and 9.
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Alumni
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They were released from week-
night practices and |weekend
rehearsals, and they \were no
longer subject to the physical
demands of a rigorous dance rou-
tine or the temporary embarrass-
ment on stage.

They were seemingly
they came back for mor,

More than one dozen Jamboree
“graduates” will make thiir return
to the stage next week,|marking
the first time in the history of the
Ridgewood High School (RHS)
community variety.show that a

free, yet

b

group comprised of alumni par-

ents is scheduled to perform.
Since the curtains first went up in
1947, Jamboree had been staged
solely by the parents of current
RHS students.

So, why the change in 2013?
And more curiously, why have
those liberated parents come for-
ward for another round?

The answers to both of those
questions seem to go hand-in-
hand. |

It starts with the students. All
Jamboree participants are asked
to contribute a minimum amount
of money, either out of their own
pockets or through advertise-
ments and sponsorships, Funds
raised are used to y the
show’s }operating costs, while
some cash is banked for the fol-
lowing T};ear’s production.

ut elmgest chunk of all pro-
ceeds raised during sea-
son goes toward need-based col-
lege scholarships that are|award-
ed to RHS seniors each|spring.
The Jamboree scholarship com-
mittee, which selects eac year’s
recipients, reviews applicants’ aca-
demic records but puts most
weight on the students’ fihancial
need.

'
Praducers of Jamboree 20

er for them.”

for Jamboree alumni Ann a
Stephen Levitan, both of wh
return this year after “retirirlg
from the statﬁe in 2007, steppi i
back into the spotlight me s
helping other parents further thei

child’s education.

“While Ridgewood is righ i
perceived as a community f
many resources, it’s also a divere
community with a range of fani-
ly incomes and resources. A .i.
even in ‘wealthy’ towns, there a e
families with substantial neefls
that can be satisfied in part thoug}
the support of the community vz
Jamboree,” the Levitans said in 2

an

Parent Gimai Ma Lam, wHo
has been on the Jamboree stagé
for eight years, has personally bef
efitted from Jamboree and wants
to embrace the “pay it forward
concept.
“In 2006, my son received |3
generous Jamboree scholarshif
which went a long way to furthet
ing his education. [ want to tha K
the Village of Ridgewood anf
RHS for bringi:fgt the community
together year after year for thi
wonj tradition,” she said.

3 are
Linton, Diane Loughlin and |' Krenn.
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(from left) PJ Lalwani, Kris

requires a plumber, that person
should consult the Jamboree mail-
ing list for help, she said.

“It's ing how many par-
ents come out to volunteer their
time, on stage and behind the
scenes, during the show or after,”
said Fucito, who, has been
involved with Jamboree since
1986. “Even after they leave Jam-
boree, everyone stays in touch
through emails, newsletters and
our Facebook page.”|

“Itis a won benefit to the
community,” added alumni group
member Linda Scarpa, “and I
would venture to say at least
80 percent of all people or mer-
chants of Ridgewood have had
some impact on| Jamboree
whether in donations, pa;t pirﬁc-
ipants or children jwho have
directly bengfited.

Parent Diana Floyd, who last
year co-chaired the Party Plan-
ning Committeg, jumped at the
chance to join the Jamboree alum-
ni group and continue giving
contributions.

for another run

reographed by Lynn Needle, but
they boogied and bopped with rel-
ative ease and plenty of gusto.

“You're setting a precedent.
This is the first year we're doing an
alumni number, so you have to be
great,” Needle told the alumni.

Needle, the founder and artistic
director of the Art of Motion stu-
dio in Ridgewood and 16-year
choreographing veteran, need not
worry about her alumni group. If
the individual members know
one thing, it’s how to perform at
Jamboree.

A self-described “diva at heart,”
Dianne Graham said she returned
to Jamboree because she “knew it
would be fun to-once again hang
with other theater wannabes.”

" “In the past, one of the biggest
challenges was to make sure there
were no wardrobe malfunctions
with all the quick costume
changes between numbers. This

year we only have one alumni

number, so | should be safe,” said
Graham, who took on many off-
stage roles when her last child
graduated from RHS in 2010.

Wayne Brewster has held a
variety of on-stage roles during his
previous 13 years in Jamboree,
ncluding a caveman, “Flying
Elvis” and an Irish step dancer.
For “(éat.s,” Bre_wﬁr has a danc-
ing and speaking role.

g“Remembexing the words to
the song and dance steps” pose
%e biggest challenge, according to

ayne,

]gg Wilson first joined Jam-
boree in 1996 for “Radio Daze”
and has since served in man
capacities: He produced the 1998
show and performed on saxo-

hone for many years with the pit
d. For him, there was no doubt
when asked to join the alumni
number.
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In the program’s first 10 years
of existence, 107 RHS seniors
received a total of $18,000 in one-
year scholarships, a¢cording to
Dotti Rucito, vice president of the

growth, Fucito said the Jamboree
board in 2012 presénted more
than $90,000 in one-ti
ships to 15 students.

the total annual scholarship pot
topped $100,000, a n

said Lois Compain,
for her second year
the show. “We made

director of
exception
out to our

come back, and we

f community within
Jamboree parents ofter)
dedication to the entire com-
unity as one of the main
retum each year. They

y participating in a co ity
Cthl'l and helping providg(for a
dents' higher educatior)j but

elghburs who help neighb
Fumto drew comparis
other well-known Ridg
oup, Dads’ Night. Both
are known for establishing|]
ing bonds among nei
d uniting both ends of
en after their stage tim
assed. If someone ever holds a
draiser, needs an electri

“The camaraderie and enthusi-
asm are definitely a big alture, but
the fact that we are raising mon-
ey for students to go to college is
the most important,” Floyd said.
“Not only does it benefit the stu-
dents, many restaurants and shops
get more business, it's entertaining
for all who come, and it is such a
blast being a part of it, that many
parents make new friends and get
to get out of the house.”

Return to qurx

With so many benefits, it's easy
for anyone to understand why
parents, particularly the alumni,
return to the Jamboree stage.

Roughly 15 of the original 24
alumni participants in this year’s
show spent last Saturday morning
blocking out their moves and per-
fecting their routine. There were
only a few missteps in their snip-
pet from the musical “Cats,” cho-

"Bemg able to get back on stage
na{l is a real treat, and | have
you thethnlhsthe same as
17 years ago,” Wilson said. “Most
ople watching Jamboree who
Eﬂve never been involved can’t
begin to understand the commit-
ment each of us makes to be part
of Jamboree: the hours of practic-
ing, rehearsing, sellix]g] ads, organ-
izing schedules in-all it's a
labor of love for those of us who
understand what it feels like to be
part of such a worthwhile and fun
endeavor.

“Yes, I've been around for 17
years, but so have so many others
who just can’t seem to let go of
Jamboree,” he said.

All Jamboree performances
take place at Benjamin Franklin
Middle School. The show begins
at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 6 to 8. The
Feb./9 show will begin at 7 p.m.

For more information and
advanced ticket sales, visit rhsjam-
boree.org. Tickets will also be |
available at the door.

Email: amos@northjersey.com




